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Campaigning for biodiversity

With a focus on butterflies and bumblebees, this pollinator pack will equip you 
with seed mixes, crafted especially for bumblebees and butterflies, as well as 
some of the know-how about biodiversity, pollinators, and how to maintain and 
benefit from your new biodiverse space.

Our biodiversity campaign encourages and enables communities, 

groups, organisations, individuals (or anyone interested) to plant for 

pollinators, helping to increase biodiversity. Our aim is to create healthy 

outdoor spaces which communities can enjoy, whilst enabling people 

to learn more about biodiversity and reconnect with their environment. 

The term biodiversity (short for biological diversity) simply means the 
variety of life. The more plant and animal species there are in an area, 
the more biodiverse it is. Biodiversity can also exist within a species - 
how much one individual differs from another. This variation is important 
because it boosts productivity and allows living things to adapt to changes 
in their environment. Biodiversity is also important for us, as it impacts our 
food, medicines and emotional well-being.

So what is biodiversity?
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Why is biodiversity important? 

Unfortunately, there has been a dramatic reduction in biodiversity in recent years 
due to factors such as habitat loss and climate change. The good news is that 
you can help. In this campaign we are focussing on one aspect of biodiversity in 
particular - pollinators. We’re hoping to draw attention to the issue of declining 
pollinators, help you to do your bit for bumblebees and butterflies and maybe 
spark your interest in other areas relating to biodiversity.

Planting these wildflower seeds is a great help for pollinators. There are helpful 
hints on other ways to help wildlife on our website: 

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/biodiversity

Quite simply, biodiversity is important as there is no part of it that is 

unnecessary or that does not serve a purpose.  It plays an important 

role in the medicine we take, the food we consume, the materials we 

use and the culture we create. The successful harvesting of crops for 

example is dependent on the surrounding soil, wildlife and plants and 

the interaction they have with the crop in question.  The United Nations 

has declared 2011-2020 the UN Decade on Biodiversity, with 22 May 

International Day for Biodiversity. 
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What are pollinators?

You can help
The seeds you have received are for native wildflowers which have been 
specifically chosen to attract pollinators. By planting wildflowers, you are 
helping to increase the habitats available to pollinators and so support them 
to continue their vital work.

A pollinator is something that moves pollen from one flower to another. 

Lots of different things can act as pollinators, such as bees, butterflies, 

birds and even the wind. 

Many pollinators are attracted to the bright colours and smells of flowers, which 
show that they have nectar – a sugary drink that provides energy for many species. 

When a pollinator, like a bee, visits a flower for nectar, pollen gets stuck to its 
body. This pollen is then rubbed onto the next flower the bee travels to.

Pollination occurs when pollen from the male anther of one flower is moved 
to the female stigma of another flower of the same species. This leads to the 
development of seeds which are used for reproduction.
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Pollinator fact page 

Pollinators are 
responsible for 
many wonderful 

things.

There has been 
a staggering 
60% decline 

in bumblebee 
population in the 

last 50 years.

Around 80% of wild 
plants and flowers 
in Britain depend 

on insects for 
pollination. 

Flowers, fruit, 
coffee, chocolate 

and of course seeds 
that create more 

plants.

Over 75%  of British 
butterflies are in 
decline, with four 

becoming extinct in 
the last century.

Now lets get going and 
create your pollinator 
friendly space.

Dumbledore is the 
Cornish word for 

bumblebee.

Pollinators help 
provide one in every 
three mouthfuls of 

our food. 
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Your seed mini-mixes

Although your new native seeds can be sown any time of the year, they may 
struggle during the winter. You have the option to sow and grow your seeds in 
trays or pots and transplant them to an open site, or to scatter the seed directly 
onto the surface of the soil. Covering an area of 1-2m2, one seed packet will get 
you on your way with your new biodiverse space.  

Wildflowers thrive best in relatively poor soil and a sunny spot that is sheltered 
from the wind. Make sure the area you choose is well drained and as free of 
weeds as possible. If your soil is very dry, soak it with water 24 hours before 
sowing. Try to get an even distribution when sowing, and there is no need to 
bury seeds, just ensure they are not so exposed that they will be blown away 
in the wind. 

This Pollinator Pack comes with two types of seed mixes - one aimed at 

butterflies and the other at bumblebees. These will give our pollinators 

the helping hand they deserve. You don’t need to be a keen or avid 

gardener to plant and maintain wildflower plants. Just follow a few 

simple guidelines and let nature do the rest.

Your new biodiverse space is made up of native wildflowers so the 
maintenance involved is minimal. Remember, it’s important to keep the 
ground moist whilst the seedlings are establishing and to protect them 
from snails, slugs and weeds.

Maintenance
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Why not try your hand at seed 
collection?

Many groups and individuals choose to collect seeds from plants. Not 

only can you create a backup of your biodiverse space, you could save 

some pennies and make this whole process sustainable. Here are some 

tips for successful seed collection:

Why not try your hand at some of these things, and let us know how you get on:

   Build a bug or bee hotel.
   Make a bird house.
   Make a rock garden to attract wildlife such as mason bees.
   Create a piece of art or a sign telling others about your new biodiverse space 
and where other sites to visit are. Let’s get people traveling in sustainable ways 
between sites or even all round the country to see what others are doing.

What else can I do?

   A dry, windless day is preferable for seed collection.
   Remember, plants make their seeds in pods, capsules and heads or fruits, so look 
out for these.

   To be successful at seed collection, you will need to keep an eye on your plants; 
collection is best when the seeds are fully ripe and maturity has been reached.

   When seeds or capsules start to go brown or feel dry, this means the seeds are 
ripening and will come loose from the parent plant easily and are easier to remove 
(this is your chance for collection).

   Remove the seeds or capsules, clean off any surrounding material, and leave to dry 
in a warm and dry place.

   Store in a paper bag in an airtight container until you are ready to use them again.
  Don’t forget to label what is in your bag or container!
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A healthier environment

Bugs, moths, hoverflies and all things crawly are good for our environment. 

The richer we are in lovely bugs, birds and other pollinators the healthier 

our air, soil and water.

We have produced this guide to inspire you to think of fun ways to get you 
growing and living alongside the creatures we often don’t see but know that we 
rely on for a healthy environment.

Send us your ideas and photographs of the creepy crawlies that start to inhabit 
the spaces you are greening up. If you find something unusual or endangered 
we will help to spread the word so others can share in your discoveries. Any 
photographs of your spaces would be great to see – we will share these on 
social media to encourage others to visit and be inspired.
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Birds

Take part in surveys such as the RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch or British Trust 
for Ornithology volunteer surveys to help environmental charities to monitor and 
understand current bird statuses.

Scotland is home to nearly half of all of Europe’s breeding seabirds and 

is home to many iconic species such as capercaillies, ptarmigans and 

golden eagles (RSPB).

Create a bird box: with such a huge variety of birds, there are a wide
diversity of preferred habitats, from high swift boxes in house eaves to open
fronted boxes for robins. Research what is likely to be in your area and
tailor your nest box to those species.
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Frogs, toads and amphibians

Amphibians are vital elements to many food webs and are also bio-indicators:
presence of amphibians normally indicates a healthy ecosystem.

Amphibians are animals that start life in the water as spawn (eggs), 

before developing legs and living mainly on land (Froglife).

Create an amphibian hideout: amphibians prefer dark and damp places.
Dig a small hole or trench and fill it with large stones and logs with lots of 
gaps between them (make sure it’s secure and not likely to collapse). This 
provides them with a cool and dark habitat in which to live.
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Bugs and insects 

Insects are responsible for pollinating one third of all of our food. Bugs are also 
responsible for breaking down and recycling organic waste, which is essential 
for rich and fertile soil.

There are thought to be around 24,000 invertebrate species in Scotland 

and Scotland’s seas (Buglife).

Create your own “Bugingham Palace”: from stacking cut branches into 
habitat piles to bug hotels made from lots of different grasses, twigs and 
tubes, there are plenty of easy ways to create safe places for bugs to live 
in your garden.
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Hedgehogs

Hedgehogs like to eat all sorts of insects from beetles to earthworms. You can 
feed them dried mealworms or wet cat or dog food (as long as it isn’t fish or 
beef based).

The UK’s hedgehog population is declining at a dramatic rate of 3-5% 

each year (PTES).

Create a wildlife corridor: hedgehogs can walk over a mile each night 
searching for food. Make sure there are safe and easy ways for them to get 
in and around your garden by making mini doorways in fences or by letting 
your grass grow so they can travel undercover.
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How to stay in touch

We’re so happy that you’ve taken this opportunity to encourage 

pollinators and help biodiversity.  Whether it’s butterflies or bumblebees 

you’re most excited about welcoming to your space, don’t forget to let 

us know how you’re getting on with everything.  

We’re also looking for case studies to feature on our website. No
matter how large or small, grand or growing, if you would like to feature
then email info@keepscotlandbeautiful.org, or call us on 01786 477193.

Not only do we look forward to seeing your photographs and hearing your 
stories, they also enable us to gain valuable information which helps us to run an 
effective campaign. Your stories can be featured on our website, in newsletters 
and even in future publications. Be sure to keep in touch by emailing us at 
info@keepscotlandbeautiful.org, tweeting us @KSBScotland, or calling us on 
01786 477193.

You can find further ideas of how to increase biodiversity on our website:  
www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/biodiversity. 

The Garden for Life forum www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/gardenforlife 
provides information and access to over 30 environmental organsations. You 
can also find the blog at gardenforlifeblog.wordpress.com.
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Some of our other projects

Clean Up Scotland
Clean Up Scotland provides 
individuals and groups with 
resources to support them in 
organising and carrying out litter 
picks. Free Clean Up kits can be 
ordered online, including tabards, 
stickers and posters to promote your 
event. There are even fun costumes 
available to hire for free to help your 
litter pick get noticed!

Young Reporters 
Scotland
Young people aged 11-21 are 
invited to investigate and create 
a report about an environmental 
issue or success story within their 
community. Reports can be in 
written, photographic, or video 
form; and young people have the 
opportunity to win great prizes and 
make their voices heard at our 
annual national competition.

It’s Your 
Neighbourhood
Based on the themes of community 
participation, environmental 
responsibility and gardening 
achievement, this campaign supports 
and celebrates the efforts of volunteer-
led community groups that are 
cleaning, beautifying and improving 
their neighbourhoods.

One Planet Picnic
Holding a One Planet Picnic is an 
informal way to think about food 
and sustainability, tasting and 
sharing some fabulous food.  Open 
to all sorts of groups, it provides 
inspiration for trying sustainable food 
at work, at school, in communities 
and at home.  You can celebrate 
local harvests, reduce food waste, 
and get to know food, friends and 
your local area. 

Visit www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org or call the community development 
team on 01786 468248 for more information.



T: 01786 471333  E: info@keepscotlandbeautiful.org

  facebook.com/KSBScotland      @KSBScotland
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